12/18/2020 California activates 'mass fatality' program as Covid cases and deaths climb 


CORONAVIRUS 


California activates ‘mass fatality 
and deaths climb 


program as Covid cases 


"This is a deadly disease, a deadly pandemic and we're in the middle of it right now," Gov. Gavin Newsom 
said. 





— ER tech Brenda de la Cruz and RN Janet Hays work outside St Mary Medical Center as they handle the 
overflow at the 200 bed hospital in Apple Valley, Calif. on Dec. 8, 2020. Mike Blake / Reuters 


Dec. 18, 2020, 8:58 AM PST 


By Minyvonne Burke 


California activated its "mass fatality" program as coronavirus cases and deaths continue to rise, 
leading to the state purchasing thousands of extra body bags. 


Gov. Gavin Newsom said during a news conference Tuesday that he was activating the program 
in response to "sobering" Covid-19 data. 


"This is a deadly disease, a deadly pandemic and we're in the middle of it right now," he said. 


"We're near the end, but we're in the middle of the most acute peak as it relates to what we refer 
to as the third wave." 


Southern California ICU capacity at zero as U.S. Covid cases rise 
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"Think about if we continue on the path that we're on what that January 14th number may look 
like if we do not do what we need to do," he said. 





About 32,300 new cases of the virus are reported in the state each day, a number Newsom said 
was historic. The positivity rate climbed from 6.9 percent at the beginning of December to more 
than 10 percent as of Monday. 


Recommended 






CORONAVIRUS 
_. Stanford apologizes to doctors after protests over botched vaccine rollout 


E RACIAL RECKONING 
_'| Chicago mayor says city's attempt to block video of botched raid 'a mistake’ 





To handle the spike, the state ordered 5,000 body bags and 60 refrigerated units that "are 
currently standing by in counties and at hospitals," Newsom said. He said that although vaccines 
are beginning to arrive, the coronavirus crisis is far from over. 


"There is light at the end of the tunnel, but we're still in the tunnel," he said. "And that means 
we're going through perhaps the most intense and urgent moment since the beginning of this 


pandemic." 


To date, California has had over 1.7 million confirmed Covid-19 cases and more than 21,000 
deaths, according to the state's health department. 


More than 17 million cases have been confirmed in the United States as of Thursday and over 
300,000 people have died, according to NBC News' count. 
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Minyvonne Burke is a breaking news reporter for NBC News. 





Sponsored Stories by Taboola 


LASSMATES . COM 
ook For Any High School Yearbook, It's Free 


SJ FOR PHILIP MORRIS INTERNATIONAL 
'reating an Alternative for a Billion-Plus Smokers 


AXFIT 
very Senior Should Wear This $49 Fit Watch 


ICROSOFT 
ring your desktop to life with beautiful wallpapers 


CCPA Notice 


SPONSORED / CLASSMATES.COM 


Look For Any High School Yearbook, It's Free 


SPONSORED / WSJ FOR PHILIP MORRIS INTERNATIONAL 


Creating an Alternative for a Billion-Plus Smokers 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-activates-mass-fatality-program-covid-cases-deaths-climb-n1251713?cid=sm_npd_nn_tw_ma 3/6 


12/18/2020 California activates 'mass fatality' program as Covid cases and deaths climb 


AARAA 
ẹ@ rele d thing 


SPONSORED / MAXFIT 


Every Senior Should We 





SPONSORED / MICROSOFT 





Bring your desktop to life with beautiful wallpapers 


SPONSORED / DIVORCE PAY DAY 


This ls How Tom Brady Travels 


SPONSORED / SAMSUNG APPSTACK 


How Paymo is Helping Businesses Bring Order to the Chaos 


California Drivers With No DUI's Getting A Pay Day on 
Friday 


SPONSORED / SAMSUNG APPSTACK 


6 Top Cloud Software Picks to Transform Your Business 


SPONSORED / SAMSUNG APPSTACK 


10 Reasons To Become a Google Workspace Business 


SPONSORED / VOIP | SEARCH ADS 


Americans May Get Rid of Their Cell Phones for VOIP 


SPONSORED / NATIONAL PENNY TECH REVIEW 


23 New Gadgets That Will Sell Out Before Holidays 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-activates-mass-fatality-program-covid-cases-deaths-climb-n1251713?cid=sm_npd_nn_tw_ma 4/6 


12/18/2020 California activates 'mass fatality' program as Covid cases and deaths climb 


SPONSORED / NATIONAL PENNY TECH REVIEW 


These Are The 23 Hottest Gadgets Of 2020 


SPONSORED / SAMSUNG APPSTACK 


Automate Any Business Process with this Innovative 
App 


SPONSORED / SAMSUNG APPSTACK 


How Canva Lets Anyone Create Designs Like A Pro 


More From NBC News 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Vanessa Brvant slams lawsuit from mom seeking 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


California mother and daughter who vanished a year ago may have been kidnapped 


NBC NEWS / SHOP 


Best gifts for gardeners in 2020 


SPONSORED / SAMSUNG APPSTACK 


6 Ways GoCo Can Streamline Your HR Processes 


SPONSORED / TRUCK DRIVER | SEARCH ADS 


High Demand For Truck Drivers Resulted In Surprising 
Salaries. See Truck Drivers Jobs Proposals. 


SPONSORED / SAMSUNG APPSTACK 


Dramatically Simplify Time Tracking & Invoicing with 
Ebillity 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-activates-mass-fatality-program-covid-cases-deaths-climb-n1251713?cid=sm_npd_nn_tw_ma 5/6 


12/18/2020 California activates 'mass fatality' program as Covid cases and deaths climb 


SPONSORED / CIO.COM 


Highly intelligent products with AlOps/loT: A map for 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Florida Gators star Kevontae Johnson in ‘stable 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


California police department held superspreader event, community groups say 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


In quest to find birth family, woman makes ‘life-altering’ discovery: She's a princess 


ABOUT CA NOTICE 

CONTACT TERMS OF SERVICE 
CAREERS NBCNEWS.COM SITE MAP 
COUPONS ADVERTISE 

PRIVACY POLICY AD CHOICES 


DO NOT SELL MY PERSONAL INFORMATION 


© 2020 NBC UNIVERSAL 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-activates-mass-fatality-program-covid-cases-deaths-climb-n1251713?cid=sm_npd_nn_tw_ma 6/6 


